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“Oh Be Careful Little Eyes What You See”: 
Homiletical Analysis and Preaching to Youth, A Case Study

ABSTRACT

0DQ\�\RXWK�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�UHJXODUO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�SUHDFK-
LQJ���8QIRUWXQDWHO\��SUHDFKLQJ�DQG�VHUPRQV�IRU�WR�\RXWK�XQGHUJR�OLWWOH�WR�
QR�KRPLOHWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�E\�PHPEHUV�RI�ERWK�DFDGHP\�DQG�FKXUFK��,Q�RUGHU�
WR� HQFRXUDJH�PRUH� VWUDWHJLF� WKRXJKW� DERXW� SUHDFKLQJ� WR� \RXWK�� WKLV� HV-
VD\�DQDO\]HV�D�VHUPRQ�SUHDFKHG�WR�\RXWK�JURXSV�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�WULS���7KH�
DQDO\VLV�GUDZV�RXW�IXQGDPHQWDO�LVVXHV�RI�ELEOLFDO�H[HJHVLV�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�
RI�FRQWH[W��FDUHIXO�XVH�RI�WKHRORJ\��LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�ODQJXDJH��
DQG�DSSURSULDWLRQ�RI�UKHWRULF��DOO�IDFWRUV�DW�ZRUN�LQ�SUHDFKLQJ�VSHFL¿FDO-
O\�WR�\RXWK���7KHVH�ODUJH�LVVXHV�SURYLGH�D�IUDPHZRUN�RXW�RI�ZKLFK�RWKHU�
VHUPRQV�WR�DQG�IRU�\RXWK�PLJKW�EH�DQDO\]HG�DQG�RU�ZULWWHQ���7KRXJK�WKH�
VHUPRQ�DQG�FRPPHQWV� DERXW� LW� WDNH�SODFH�ZLWKLQ� D�3URWHVWDQW�&KULVWLDQ�
FRQWH[W�� WKH�FDWHJRULHV�XVHG�KHUH�DUH�EURDG�HQRXJK�IRU�XVH� LQ�DQDO\]LQJ�
UHOLJLRXV�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WR�\RXWK�LQ�PXOWLSOH�IDLWK�WUDGLWLRQV�1

Background Information

TKLV�VHUPRQ�ZDV�RQH�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�IRXU�VHUPRQV�SUHDFKHG�IRU�D�JURXS�RI�3UHVE\WHULDQ�&KXUFK�
�86$��\RXWK�JURXSV�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�WULS�LQ�$WODQWD��*HRUJLD�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI��������7KH�\RXQJ�
SHRSOH�IURP�WKHVH�FRQJUHJDWLRQV�ZHUH�LQ�PLGGOH�DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�DQG�IURP�WKH�1RUWKHDVW�

7HQQHVVHH�DUHD��IURP�FRPPXQLWLHV�DW�WKH�IHHW�RI�WKH�$SSDODFKLDQ�0RXQWDLQV�� �7KHVH�FRPPXQL-
WLHV¶�SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�RYHU�����ZKLWH�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�IURP�PLGGOH��WR�XSSHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�
EDFNJURXQGV���7UDYHOLQJ�WR�ZRUN�LQ�GLYHUVH��XQGHUSULYLOHJHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�$WODQWD�SXW�WKHP�LQ�
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D�VLWXDWLRQ�ODUJHO\�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHLU�QRUPDO�FRQWH[WV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�UDFH�HWKQLFLW\��DQG�FODVV���7KLV�ZDV�
LQWHQWLRQDO�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�JURXS�OHDGHUV�DQG�LW�ZDV�DOVR�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKDW�WKH\�DVNHG�PH�WR�
SUHDFK�IRXU�VHUPRQV�RQ�WKH�WKHPHV�RI�UDFLDO�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�DQG�MXVWLFH�

� 7KH�ZRUNZHHN� UK\WKP�SURFHHGHG� WKLV�ZD\�� WKH� \RXWK� JRW� XS� HDUO\� LQ� WKH�PRUQLQJ�� DWH�
EUHDNIDVW��KDG�D�WLPH�RI�PRUQLQJ�SUD\HU�GHYRWLRQ��ZHQW�WR�YDULRXV�ZRUNVLWHV�LQ�WKH�FLW\��WKHQ�FDPH�
EDFN�IRU�IUHH�WLPH��GLQQHU��HYHQLQJ�ZRUVKLS��DQG�VPDOO�JURXS�WLPH���,�OHG�WKH�PRUQLQJ�GHYRWLRQ�WLPH�
LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�SUHDFKLQJ���2Q�WKH�GD\�WKDW�WKLV�VHUPRQ�ZDV�SUHDFKHG��WKH�GHYRWLRQ�ZDV�DQ�DXGLR�
UHFRUGLQJ�RI�D�VHUPRQ��³+H�:DV�%RUQ�LQ�D�0DQJHU�´�E\�5HYHUHQG�-�0��*DWHV��D�SRSXODU�$IULFDQ�
$PHULFDQ�SUHDFKHU�IURP�$WODQWD�IURP�WKH�µ��V�WR�WKH�µ��V�2��7KH�VHUPRQ�VSHDNV�DERXW�KRZ�-HVXV�
ZDV�³ERUQ�ORZ�´�\HW�WKLV�DSSHDUDQFH�GLG�QRW�PDWFK�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�KLV�KHDYHQO\�RULJLQ�DQG�GHVWLQD-
WLRQ���,W�SDLUHG�ZHOO�ZLWK�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKH�GD\��³6HHLQJ�´�ZKLFK�ZDV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�WH[W�RI�WKH�
GD\��DOVR�WKH�PDLQ�WH[W�RI�WKH�VHUPRQ���0DWWKHZ����������

Text of Sermon: “Oh Be Careful Little Eyes”

6LJKW�LV�D�YHU\�ULVN\�VHQVH���:KHQ�,�ZDV�OLWWOH��ZH�XVHG�WR�VLQJ�D�VRQJ�LQ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�FKXUFK�WKDW�
ZHQW��VXQJ��³2K�EH�FDUHIXO�OLWWOH�H\HV�ZKDW�\RX�VHH��RK�EH�FDUHIXO�OLWWOH�H\HV�ZKDW�\RX�VHH��IRU�WKH�
)DWKHU�XS�DERYH��LV�ORRNLQJ�GRZQ�ZLWK�ORYH��RK�EH�FDUHIXO�OLWWOH�H\HV�ZKDW�\RX�VHH�´��7KLV�VRQJ�
LQJUDLQHG�LQ�P\�KHDG�WKDW�*RG�ZDV�VRPH�IRUP�RI�HWHUQDO�%LJ�%URWKHU�ZDWFKLQJ�HYHU\�VLQJOH�PRYH�
WKDW�,�PDGH��NHHSLQJ�WUDFN�RI�HYHU\�LPDJH�WKDW�FDPH�WKURXJK�P\�H\H���7KRXJK�WKH�VRQJ�ZDV�D�ELW�
ZHLUG�WKDW�ZD\��LW�LV�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�ULJKW�WKDW�VLJKW�LV�D�ULVN\�VHQVH���

+DYH� \RX� HYHU� VHHQ� VRPHWKLQJ�\RX� LPPHGLDWHO\�ZDQW� WR� XQVHH"� � 6RPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ERWKHUHG�
\RX�VR�PXFK�WKDW�\RX�ZLVK�\RX�FRXOG�JHW�WKH�LPDJH�RXW�RI�\RXU�KHDG"��2QFH�\RX�VHH�VRPHWKLQJ��
RI�FRXUVH��\RX�FDQ¶W�XQVHH�LW���7KHUH¶V�QR�JRLQJ�EDFN���3HRSOH�VORZ�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�KLJKZD\�WR�VHH�
D�ZUHFN��PRVWO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�VHH�EORRG�DQG�FDUQDJH��VPRNH�DQG�¿UH���%XW�RQFH�WKH\�VHH�
VRPHWKLQJ��WKH\�FDQ¶W�XQVHH�LW���6RPH�RI�XV�FRYHU�RXU�H\HV�ZKHQ�ZH�ZDWFK�D�KRUURU�PRYLH��EH-
FDXVH�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�VLJKW�RI�DQ�D[H�PXUGHUHU�RU�JX\�LQ�D�KRFNH\�PDVN�FDQ�VFDUH�XV�DQG�KDXQW�
RXU�GUHDPV���,I�ZH�VHH�LW��ZH�FDQ¶W�XQVHH�LW���6RPH�RI�XV�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�OLNH�WR�XQVHH�VRPH�RI�WKH�
WKLQJV�WKDW�KDSSHQ�LQ�RXU�KRPHV�RU�VFKRROV���%XW�RQFH�\RX�VHH�VRPHWKLQJ��LW¶V�GRQH���6LJKW�LV�D�YHU\�
ULVN\�VHQVH�

7KH�%LEOH�VHHPV�WR�NQRZ�DERXW�WKLV�ULVN\�VHQVH���8VLQJ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�VLJKW�ZLWK�*RG�LV�GDQJHU-
RXV�EXVLQHVV�LI�\RX�UHDG�VRPH�RI�WKH�VWRULHV�RI�WKH�%LEOH���:KHQ�0RVHV�DVNV�WR�VHH�*RG��DOO�*RG�
DOORZHG�KLP�WR�VHH�ZDV�WKH�JORU\���,W�DIIHFWHG�KLP�VR�PXFK�WKDW�0RVHV¶�IDFH�JORZHG�DQG�KH�KDG�
WR�ZHDU�D�YHLO���:KHQ�0RVHV�DVNHG�WR�VHH�*RG��*RG�UHVSRQGHG�WKDW�0RVHV�FRXOG�RQO\�VHH�*RG¶V�
EDFNVLGH��EHFDXVH�QR�RQH�FDQ�VHH�*RG�DQG�OLYH���:LWKRXW�D�GRXEW��WKH�QDUUDWLYHV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWD-
PHQW�OHW�XV�NQRZ�WKDW�VHHLQJ�*RG�LV�VXFK�D�JUDQG�WKLQJ��VR�JUDQG�WKDW�LW�FDQ�FRVW�\RX�\RXU�OLIH���%XW�
VRPHWKLQJ�FKDQJHG�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\���6RPHZKHUH�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��*RG�GHFLGHG�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�JRRG�
LI�SHRSOH�VDZ�*RG���
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7KH�*RVSHOV� WHOO� WKH�VWRU\�RI�KRZ�*RG¶V�SODQ�FDPH�LQWR�DFWLRQ��RI�*RG¶V�DSSHDUDQFH�LQ� WKH�
ZRUOG�LQ�KXPDQ�IRUP��KRZ�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�FRXOG�VHH�*RG���,W�DOVR�WHOOV�RI�
KRZ�SHRSOH�PLJKW�UHVSRQG�WR�*RG�LQ�WKH�ÀHVK���0DWWKHZ����������JLYHV�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�D�JUHDW�MXGJ-
LQJ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQV���+HUH�ZH�¿QG�D�ELJ�PL[�XS�RQ�KRZ�SHRSOH�VHH�RWKHUV�DQG�UHDFW�WR�WKHP���6RPH�
KDYH�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�OHVV�IRUWXQDWH�DQG�FDUHG�IRU�WKHP��ZKLOH�WKH�RWKHU�JURXS�GLVUHJDUGHG�WKH�KXQJU\��
WKLUVW\��WKH�VWUDQJHU��WKRVH�ZLWKRXW�FORWKLQJ��DQG�WKH�SULVRQHU���+RZHYHU�WKHVH�SHRSOH�UHVSRQGHG��QR�
PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKH\�GLG�RU�ZKR�WKH\�WKRXJKW�WKH\�VDZ��WKH\�ZHUH�DFWXDOO\�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�-HVXV�

)RU�WKHP��WKH�SUREOHP�ZDVQ¶W�NQRZLQJ�ZKR�-HVXV�ZDV���7KH\�NQHZ���$QG�WKH\�NQHZ�KH�ZDVQ¶W�
VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�KXQJU\���+H�ZDV�WKH�RQH��DIWHU�DOO��ZKR�FRXOG�WXUQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�¿VK�DQG�D�IHZ�ORDYHV�
RI�EUHDG�LQWR�D�IHDVW�IRU�¿YH�WKRXVDQG���7KLUVW\"��&RPH�RQ���7KLV�ZDV�WKH�JX\�ZKR�WXUQHG�ZDWHU�LQWR�
ZLQH���6LFN"��0DVVLYH�FURZGV�IROORZHG�KLP�DURXQG�DQG�EURXJKW�WKHLU�VLFN�WR�KLP�DQG�he healed 
them���1DNHG"��8S�XQWLO�KLV�¿QDO�GD\�KH�KDG�D�¿QH�FORDN�±�WKH�RQH�ZLWK�QR�VHDP���

:KDW�LV�FOHDU�LV�WKDW�VRPH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKLV�WH[W�DFWHG�JHQHURXVO\�ZLWKRXW�NQRZ-
LQJ�LW�ZDV�-HVXV�ZKRP�WKH\�ZHUH�VHUYLQJ���7KH\�VDZ�-HVXV�ZKHQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�WKH\�ZHUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�
GLGQ¶W�ORRN�HYHQ�WKH�VOLJKWHVW�ELW�OLNH�-HVXV���7KH\�KDG�D�KXQFK�WKDW�*RG�FUHDWHG�RWKHUV�DQG�WKH\�GH-
VHUYHG�WR�EH�WDNHQ�FDUH�RI���7KH\�NQHZ�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�KRZ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG�LV�EXULHG�GHHS�LQWR�
HYHU\�¿EHU�RI�RXU�EHLQJ�±�HYHU\�VLQJOH�RQH�RI�XV���-HVXV�LV�DOO�DURXQG�XV�DQG�WKH�ZD\�ZH�UHVSRQG�WR�
RWKHUV�LQGLFDWHV�KRZ�ZH�UHVSRQG�WR�KLP���

:H�DUH�WHPSWHG��WKRXJK��WR�PLVV�-HVXV�±�WR�ORRN�ULJKW�SDVW�KLP�LQ�RWKHUV���:H�ORRN�SDVW�RWKHUV�
DOO�WKH�WLPH���6RPHWLPHV�ZH�ZDQW�WR�XQVHH�SHRSOH�WKDW�ZH�VHH�DV�LI�WKH\�DUH�VRPH�KRUULEOH�PRQVWHU�
ZKR�ZLOO�KDXQW�RXU�GUHDPV���6R�ZKR�DUH�WKHVH�SHRSOH"��:KDW�GR�WKH\�ORRN�OLNH�DQG�ZK\�GR�ZH�ORRN�
SDVW�WKHP"��:H�DOO�NQRZ�WKH�³LVPV´�WKDW�XUJH�XV�WR�ORRN�SDVW�WKRVH�SHRSOH���5DFLVP��FODVVLVP��VH[-
LVP��DJHLVP��KHWHURVH[LVP�DOO�WHPSW�XV�WR�ORRN�SDVW�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG�LQ�RWKHUV���,�VXVSHFW�WKDW�HYHQ�
RXU�VFKRROV�DQG�FKXUFKHV�XUJH�XV�WR�ORRN�SDVW�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG�LQ�RWKHUV���6RPHWLPHV�RXU�SDUHQWV�
RU�IULHQGV�WHOO�XV�WR�ORRN�SDVW�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHDOO\�ORRN�DQ�DZIXO�ORW�OLNH�-HVXV�

/RRNLQJ�SDVW�RWKHUV�LV�DQ�RSWLRQ��,�VXSSRVH���$OO�ZH�KDYH�WR�GR�LV�LJQRUH�RWKHUV�LQ�RXU�PLGVW���
$QG�LI�ZH�ORRN�SDVW�RWKHUV��ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�DFW���,W�PDNHV�LW�HDV\�RQ�XV���,I�ZH�FORVH�RXU�H\HV�DQG�
LJQRUH�RWKHUV�DURXQG�XV��ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�DFW���,I�ZH�ORRN�SDVW�RWKHUV��ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�JHW�RII�RXU�
VHDWV���:H�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�JR�RQ�PLVVLRQ�WULSV�DQG�WR�SODFHV�ZH�ZRXOGQ¶W�RWKHUZLVH�JR���:H�GRQ¶W�
KDYH�WR�WU\�WR�VHH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZH�DUH�VHHLQJ�WKLV�ZHHN�±�ZH�FDQ�VLPSO\�DWWHPSW�WR�XQVHH�WKHP�

%XW�WKHUH�LV�JUDFH�LQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�RWKHUV�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�ZH�GR��ZH�VHH�-HVXV���:KHQ�ZH�ORRN�DQG�
VHH�-HVXV�LQ�RWKHUV��ZH�DUH�FRPSHOOHG�WR�DFW�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKHP���6R�RSHQ�\RXU�H\HV���2SHQ�\RXU�H\HV�
DQG�VHH�-HVXV���(QFRXQWHU�-HVXV�LQ�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�DURXQG�\RX���

$QG�ZKHQ�ZH�EHJLQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VHHLQJ��RXU�ZRUOG�EHFRPHV�D�VLJQ�RI�WKH�UHLJQ�DQG�UXOH�RI�
*RG���:KHQ�ZH�GDUH�WR�RSHQ�RXU�H\HV�DQG�VHH�-HVXV�LQ�RWKHUV�DURXQG�XV��ZH�RSHQ�XS�WKH�SRVVLELO-
LW\�RI�D�QHZ�VLJKW���7KLV�QHZ�W\SH�RI�VHHLQJ�LV�ZKDW�*RG�GHVLUHV�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG���2XU�ZRUOG�EHJLQV�
WR�ORRN�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�OLNH�WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�KHDYHQO\�-HUXVDOHP�ZH�UHDG�DERXW�LQ�5HYHODWLRQ�±�D�
SODFH�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�QR�KXQJHU��GHDWK��FU\LQJ��PRXUQLQJ��RU�SDLQ���:KHQ�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�RSHQ�RXU�H\HV�



Voelz, Little Eyes

4

Practical Matters

DQG�DFW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SLFWXUH�WKDW�0DWWKHZ¶V�*RVSHO�SDLQWV��WKH�-HVXV�ZH�VHH�ZRUNV�ZLWK�XV�WR�
FKDQJH�WKLV�ZRUOG�LQWR�ZKDW�*RG�LQWHQGHG�

7KH�ZRUOG�ORRNHG�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�OLNH�*RG¶V�YLVLRQ�RQ�SURP�QLJKW�DW�7XUQHU�&RXQW\�+LJK�6FKRRO���
3URP�QLJKW���,W¶V�D�KXJH�HYHQW�LQ�PRVW�KLJK�VFKRROV�WKDW�EULQJV�WKH�ZKROH�VFKRRO�WRJHWKHU���7RQV�
RI�PRQH\�JHWV�SRXUHG�LQWR�GUHVVHV��KDLU��PDNH�XS��WX[HGRV��ÀRZHUV��FDUV��PHDOV��GHFRUDWLRQV��DQG�
SKRWRV���%XW�LQ�$VKEXUQ��*HRUJLD��SURP�QLJKW�KDV�XQWLO�QRZ�EHHQ�D�QLJKW�RI�GLYLVLRQ���<RX�VHH��
7XUQHU�&RXQW\�+LJK�6FKRRO�KDV�DOZD\V�KDG�WZR�SURPV�±�DQG�QHLWKHU�RI�WKHP�RI¿FLDO���7KHUH�ZDV�
DOZD\V�D�SURP�IRU�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV��RUJDQL]HG�E\�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�D�SURP�
IRU�ZKLWH�VWXGHQWV��RUJDQL]HG�E\�ZKLWH�VWXGHQWV���

7KDW¶V�WKH�ZD\�WKLQJV�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�LQ�$VKEXUQ���%XW�WKLV�\HDU�VRPHWKLQJ�FKDQJHG���-DPHV�
+DOO��WKH�VHQLRU�FODVV�SUHVLGHQW�VDLG��³(YHU\ERG\�VD\V�WKDW¶V�MXVW�KRZ�LW¶V�DOZD\V�EHHQ���,W¶V�MXVW�WKH�
ZD\�RI�WKLV�YHU\�VPDOO�WRZQ�´��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKDW�WRZQ�KDG�DOZD\V�VHHQ�HDFK�RWKHU�
RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�UDFH���$OO�WKH\�KDG�VHHQ�ZDV�WKDW�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�VNLQ�WRQHV�PHDQW�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�
GLIIHUHQW�SURPV���7KH\�KDG�DOVR�DOZD\V�KDG�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�KRPHFRPLQJ�TXHHQV�±�RQH�ZKLWH�DQG�RQH�
EODFN��7KH\�FRXOGQ¶W�HYHQ�GDQFH�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�RI�D�GLIIHUHQW�FRORU��7KH�IRXU�VHQLRU�FODVV�RI¿FHUV�
±�WZR�ZKLWHV�DQG�WZR�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�±�GHFLGHG�WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�KDYH�RQH�SURP���-DPHV�+DOO�
VDLG��³,W¶V�WLPH�IRU�D�FKDQJH�´��

7KRVH�IRXU�VWXGHQWV�KDG�D�GLIIHUHQW�YLVLRQ���7KH\�VDZ�WKDW�WKHLU�FODVVPDWHV�ZHUH�UHDO�SHRSOH���
7KH\�UHDOL]HG�WKH�SRZHU�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�\RX�RSHQ�\RXU�H\HV�WR�VHH�-HVXV�LQ�VRPHRQH�HOVH��
HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�VHHQ�WKDW�ZD\�EHIRUH���7KDW�NLQG�RI�YLVLRQ�FDQ�FKDQJH�VFKRROV��
FLWLHV��QDWLRQV��DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�

:KDW�DUH�WKH�ZD\V�WKDW�³LW¶V�DOZD\V�EHHQ´�LQ�;�&LW\��&LW\�<��&LW\�'��WKH�ERUR�RI�="3��(YHQ�LI�
LW¶V�QRW�DV�PDMRU�DV�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�SURPV��ZKDW�DUH�WKH�YLVLRQV�WKDW�DUH�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV"��+RZ�
DUH�RWKHUV�VHHQ"��:KDW�DUH�WKH�UXOHV�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\�IRU�WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�JR�XQVHHQ"��
:KDW�DUH�WKH�YLVLRQV�LQ�\RXU�VFKRROV��\RXU�\RXWK�JURXSV"

:KR�GR�\RX�VHH�LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUH�SRRU��KDQGLFDSSHG��RI�DQRWKHU�UDFH��ZLWK�PHQWDO�GLVDELOL-
WLHV��ZKR�DUH�FULPLQDOV"��:KR�GR�\RX�VHH�LQ�WKHP"��,I�\RX�RSHQ�\RXU�H\HV��\RX�ZLOO�VHH�-HVXV�LQ�
WKHP�DQG�WKHQ�\RX�ZLOO�VHH�D�YLVLRQ�RI�ZKDW�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG�ORRNV�OLNH�±�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�EODFN�
VWXGHQWV�DQG�ZKLWH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�D�SURP�WRJHWKHU��D�SODFH�ZKHUH�SRRU�DQG�KRPHOHVV�SHRSOH�KDYH�
MREV�DQG�SODFHV�WR�OLYH���3HRSOH�ZLOO�KDYH�FORWKHV�WR�ZHDU�WKDW�\RX�IROGHG��IRRG�WR�HDW�IURP�JDUGHQV�
that you planted.

$UH�\RX�FXULRXV�HQRXJK�WR�VHH�WKH�PDQ\�IDFHV�RI�-HVXV�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG"��$UH�\RX�FRXUDJHRXV�
HQRXJK� WR�JR�RXW� LQWR� WKH�ZRUOG� ORRNLQJ�IRU�-HVXV� LQ� WKH� IDFHV�RI�DOO"� �$UH�\RX�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�
HQRXJK�WR�ORYH�WKH�IDFHV�RI�-HVXV�\RX�VHH"

2SHQ�\RXU�H\HV�WR�WKH�YLVLRQ�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�LQ�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�±�
)URP�DOFRKROLFV�WR�DWKOHWHV��DUWLVWV�DQG�DEOH�ERGLHG
)URP�EUHDNGDQFHUV�DQG�EDOOHUV��EXWFKHUV�DQG�EDNHUV
7R�FDQGOHVWLFN�PDNHUV�DQG�FUDFN�GHDOHUV��FODVV�FORZQV�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLYHV
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)URP�GURSRXWV�DQG�GDLU\�IDUPHUV��WKH�GLVDEOHG�DQG�GHSUHVVHG
7R�HOHFWULFLDQV��HPR�NLGV��DQG�WKH�HOGHUO\
2SHQ�\RXU�H\HV�DQG�VHH�-HVXV�LQ
)UHDNV�DQG�))$�NLGV
,Q�JDPHUV��*RWKV��DQG�JRRIEDOOV
,Q�KRPRVH[XDOV�DQG�KHWHURVH[XDOV��WKH�KXQJU\�DQG�WKH�KRPHOHVV
,Q�WKH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�DQG�LVRODWHG��LJQRUDQW�DQG�LQVHFXUH
2SHQ�\RXU�H\HV�DQG�VHH�WKH�YLVLRQ���'R�\RX�VHH�LW"
-HVXV�LQ�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�
)URP�MRFNV�DQG�MRNHUV
7R�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�NLGV�DQG�NDUDRNH�VLQJHUV
From little people and liberals
7R�0XVOLPV��WKH�PLGGOH�DJHG��PXVLFLDQV��QHUGV��DQG�RGGEDOOV
-HVXV�±�LQ�HYHU\�SHUVRQ���'R�\RX�VHH�WKH�YLVLRQ"
3HGRSKLOHV��SUHSV��SRHWV��WKH�SRRU��WKH�TXHVWLRQLQJ��DQG�ULFK�SHRSOH�±�-HVXV�LQ�HYHU\�SHUVRQ
)URP�WKH�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVHUV��WKH�VLOHQW��DQG�WKH�VHOI�DEVRUEHG
7R�WKH�WURXEOH�PDNHUV�DQG�WHDFKHUV��WKH�XQHPSOR\HG��XQSRSXODU��XQFRRO��DQG�WKH�YLROHQW�
7KHVH�DUH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�ORRN�OLNH�-HVXV���'R�\RX�VHH�LW"
:HLUGRV��:LFFDQV��[HQRSKREHV��DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOWV��ULJKW�RQ�GRZQ�WR�WKH�=HQ�PDVWHUV�DQG�]RR�
NHHSHUV�
2SHQ�\RXU�H\HV���6HUYH�WKHVH�SHRSOH�DQG�\RX�VHUYH�-HVXV���'R�\RX�VHH�KLP�LQ�HYHU\�RQH"��2SHQ�
\RXU�H\HV���6HH�-HVXV�

+RPLOHWLF�5HÀHFWLRQ

:K\�UHÀHFW�RQ�D�VHUPRQ�WKDW�KDV�ORQJ�VLQFH�EHHQ�SUHDFKHG"�$QG�ZK\�LV�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKH�
SUHDFKHU��\RXWK�PLQLVWHU��YROXQWHHU�ZRUNHU��RU�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ"��:KHQ�PLQLVWU\�WDNHV�SODFH�DW�VXFK�D�
UDSLG�SDFH�DQG�WLPH�UXQV�VKRUW��ZK\�HQJDJH�LQ�WKLV�VHHPLQJO\�FODVVURRP�OLNH�DFWLYLW\"��:K\�WDNH�
WKH�WLPH�WR�JR�EDFN�WKURXJK�WKH�VHUPRQ�DUFKLYHV�DQG�VFUDWFK�DURXQG�DW�WKHVH�ROG�ZRUGV"

3UHDFKLQJ�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�ZRUVKLS�ZLWK�\RXWK�SODFHV�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RQ�WKH�
SUHDFKHU��HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKH� ODQJXDJH� WR�GHVFULEH�SUHDFKLQJ�D�VHUPRQ���³\RXWK� WDON�´�³PHVVDJH�´�
RU�³WHDFKLQJ´²KDV�FKDQJHG�GUDVWLFDOO\�� �7KHVH� WXUQV� LQ� ODQJXDJH�VXJJHVW�GLI¿FXOWLHV� VXUURXQG-
LQJ�DXWKRULW\�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�SUHDFKLQJ��7R�MXGJH�E\�WKH�ODFN�RI�VFKRODUO\�DQG�SDVWRUDO�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�
LW��SUHDFKLQJ�WR�\RXWK�DSSDUHQWO\�GRHV�QRW�ZDUUDQW�WKH�VDPH�SUDFWLFDO�WKHRORJLFDO�VHULRXVQHVV�DV�
SUHDFKLQJ�WR�DGXOWV���

7KH�OLWHUDWXUH�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�DQG�\RXWK�PLQLVWU\�KDV�ODUJHO\�HVFKHZHG�WKHRORJLFDO�ULJRU�DV�HYL-
GHQFHG�E\�WKH�WLWOHV�DQG�FRQWHQW�RI�WZR�RI�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�ERRNV�LQ�WKLV�DUHD��Speaking to Teenag-

ers: How to Think About, Create, and Deliver Effective Messages and How to Speak to Youth…And 
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Keep Them Awake at the Same Time.���7KHVH�ZHOO�LQWHQWLRQHG�EXW�VLPSOLVWLF��FXW�DQG�SDVWH�JXLGHV�
WR�³GHOLYHULQJ´�RU�³VSHDNLQJ´�³PHVVDJHV´�DUH�LQDGHTXDWH�WR�WKH�FRPSOH[LWLHV�RI�WKH�WDVN��6WHUHR-
W\SLQJ�\RXWK�DV�KRSHOHVVO\�ERUHG��WKH\�IRFXV�RQ�VSHDNLQJ�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�DV�WR�FUHDWH�DQG�VXVWDLQ�
LQWHUHVW���2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��SUHDFKLQJ�FODVVURRPV�LQ�VHPLQDULHV�UDUHO\��LI�HYHU��DGGUHVV�SUHDFKLQJ�
DQG�LWV�SODFH�ZLWK�\RXWK���7KH�VHPLQDU\�SUHDFKLQJ�ODE�IDLOV�WR�SODFH�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�VWXGHQW�EHIRUH�
PLGGOH�DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�RU�\RXQJ�DGXOWV�ZLWK�WKH�FKDUJH�WR�EULQJ�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�EHDU�LQ�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�WKDW�FRQWH[W�

,Q� WKRVH�JDSV��KRPLOHWLF� UHÀHFWLRQ�SURYLGHV�DVVLVWDQFH� WR� WKH�SUDFWLWLRQHU�ZKR� LV�FRQFHUQHG�
DERXW�KRZ�KLV�KHU�SUHDFKLQJ�ZLWK�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�IXQFWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ODUJHU�FRQWH[W�RI�PLQLVWU\���
6HUPRQ�DQDO\VLV�FDQ�KHOS�XQFRYHU�D�SUHDFKHU¶V�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�D�QXPEHU�RI�KRPLOHWLF�LVVXHV�
DQG��LQ�WXUQ��OHDG�WKDW�SUHDFKHU�WR�PRUH�LQIRUPHG��UH¿QHG��DQG�DSSURSULDWH�SUHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�IRU�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�WR�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�

7KHUH�DUH�PXOWLSOH�PHWKRGV�E\�ZKLFK�WKLV�DQG�DQ\�VHUPRQ�FDQ�EH�DQDO\]HG��  In order to pro-
YLGH� SUDFWLWLRQHUV�ZLWK� \RXWK� D� SDWWHUQ� IRU� VHUPRQ� DQDO\VLV��ZKDW� IROORZV� DUH� VRPH� FRPPHQWV�
DQDO\]LQJ�PDMRU�WKHPHV�RI�FRQWH[W�DQG�H[HJHVLV�� WKHRORJ\��ODQJXDJH��DQG�UKHWRULF�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�
WKH�VHUPRQ�DERYH���$QDO\VLV�WDNHV�WLPH�DQG�HQHUJ\��VR�,�VXJJHVW�WKDW�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�WDNH�D�GD\�RXW�
RI�WKHLU�VFKHGXOH�DQG�DQDO\]H�D�QXPEHU�RI�VHUPRQV��RU�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKLV�DFWLYLW\�LQWR�D�VDEEDWLFDO�RU�
VWUDWHJLF�SODQQLQJ�VHVVLRQ�IRU�SUHDFKLQJ���$QDO\]LQJ�D�QXPEHU�RI�VHUPRQV�WRJHWKHU�UDWKHU�WKDQ�RQO\�
RQH�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�JLYH�DQ�DFFXUDWH�FRPSRVLWH�SLFWXUH�RI�KRZ�D�SUDFWLWLRQHU�DSSURDFKHV�WKHVH�
WKHPHV��VXFK�DQDO\VLV�ZLOO�VXJJHVW�RU�FRQ¿UP�WHQGHQFLHV�D�SUHDFKHU�KDV��RU�HYHQ�KLJKOLJKW�VXUSULV-
LQJ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�WKH�SUDFWLWLRQHU�GRHV�QRW�DJUHH�ZLWK�KLV�KHU�FODLPV��  

7KH�WKHPHV�,�DQDO\]H�EHORZ�DUH�PDMRU�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�WDVN�SDUWLFXODUO\�VDOLHQW�IRU�
WKLV�VHUPRQ��EXW�DUH�DOVR�VLJQL¿FDQW�HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�ZLWK�\RXQJ�SHRSOH���
,�KDYH�QRW�LQFOXGHG�FRPPHQWV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�VHUPRQ��GHOLYHU\�HPERGLPHQW�RI�WKH�
VHUPRQ��RU�FRPPHQWV�DERXW�P\�RZQ�LGHQWLW\�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�ZULWLQJ�DQG�GHOLYHU\�RI�WKH�VHUPRQ���
7KHVH�LVVXHV�DUH�FUXFLDO�SRLQWV�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�WDVN��EXW�DUH�EH\RQG�WKH�VFRSH�RI�
WKLV�HVVD\���$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKHVH�VHFWLRQV�,�LQFOXGH�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�DPRQJ�\RXWK�WR�
use in their own sermon analysis.

 1. Context and exegesis: “disloCated exegesis”

$V�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��WKH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�OHDGHUV�IURP�WKH�FKXUFKHV�EHLQJ�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�VHUPRQ�
ZHUH�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�ZKLWH��RXW�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�¿IW\�VWXGHQWV�DQG�OHDGHUV��RQO\�WZR�ZHUH�$IULFDQ�
$PHULFDQ�� DQG� QR� RWKHU� HWKQLF� EDFNJURXQGV�ZHUH� UHSUHVHQWHG��� WKH\� FDPH� IURP� IDLUO\� DIÀXHQW�
KRXVHKROGV��DQG�IURP�D�SULYLOHJHG�PDLQOLQH�GHQRPLQDWLRQ��WKH�3UHVE\WHULDQ�&KXUFK��86$����

$V�VXFK��D�FULWLFDO�WDVN�IRU�WKLV�JURXS�DQG�D�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�PLVVLRQ�WULS�ZDV�WR�UHDG�WKHLU�RZQ�
OLYHV�DQG�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�VFULSWXUHV�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHLU�IDPLOLDU��RIWHQ�LVRODWHG�FRQWH[WV���&KDUOHV�&DPS-
EHOO�FDOOV�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�³GLVORFDWLRQ�´�ZKHUHE\�³WKH�FKXUFK�LV�FDOOHG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�DQG�KDELWXDOO\�WR�
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PRYH�RXW�RI�WKH�SODFHV�RI�VHFXULW\�DQG�FRPIRUW�LQWR�WKRVH�µXQFOHDQ¶�SODFHV�ZKHUH�-HVXV�VXIIHUV�µRXW-
VLGH�WKH�JDWH�RI�RXU�VDFUHG�FRPSRXQGV�¶�ZKHWKHU�WKRVH�FRPSRXQGV�DUH�VKDSHG�E\�UHOLJLRQ�RU�FODVV�
RU�UDFH�RU�FXOWXUH�´���7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�LV�VR�WKDW�³WKURXJK�VXFK�GLVORFDWLRQ��SULYLOHJHG�
&KULVWLDQV�FURVV�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�WKDW�NHHS�WKH�SULYLOHJHG�DQG�RSSUHVVHG�DSDUW�DQG�WDNH�D�¿UVW�VWHS�
WRZDUG�VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�SRRU��ZKLFK��LQ�D�FRQVXPHU�FXOWXUH��LV�RQH�ZD\�RI�UDGLFDOO\�FRQWHVWLQJ�
WKH�'RPLQDWLRQ�6\VWHP�´8  

0LVVLRQ�WULSV��RI�FRXUVH��DUH�GHHSO\�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�URRWHG�LQ�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�GLVORFDWLRQ��HYHQ�
LI�WKLV�LV�QRW�DUWLFXODWHG���6R�KRZ�FRXOG�SUHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�SXUSRVH�
RI�WKLV�WULS"��:KLOH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�OHDGHUV�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�XUEDQ�JDUGHQV��IROGLQJ�FORWKHV�IRU�FRP-
PXQLW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��KHOSLQJ�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�FKLOG�FDUH��DQG�IHHGLQJ�WKH�KRPHOHVV��LW�ZDV�LPSRU-
WDQW�IRU�WKHP�WR�KHDU�DQG�LQWHUSUHW�WKLV�WH[W�IURP�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�0DWWKHZ�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�FRQWH[WV�VR�
GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ���7KLV�JURXS�ZDV�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�FURVVLQJ�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI�FODVV�DQG�UDFH�
HWKQLFLW\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�V\VWHPV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�WKDW�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�$WODQWD�DUHD���7R�UHDG�
WKH�0DWWKHDQ�WH[W��WR�XQGHUVWDQG�V\VWHPV�WKDW�SRUWUD\�WKLQJV�DV�³WKH�ZD\�WKH\�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�´�
DQG�WKHQ�WR�³VHH�-HVXV´�LQ�WKH�IDFHV�RI�WKRVH�ZLWK�ZKRP�WKH\�KDG�FRPH�LQWR�FRQWDFW�ZDV�FUXFLDO�LQ�
DVNLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�VHH�WKH�ZRUOG�GLIIHUHQWO\�IURP�ZKDW�WKH\�H[SHULHQFH�HYHU\�GD\�

7KRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�WR�\RXWK�VKRXOG�EH�KLJKO\�VHQVLWLYH�WR�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�FRQWH[W�ZKHQ�DQDO\]LQJ�
WKHLU�RZQ�SUHDFKLQJ�9��(YHQ�LI�WKH�SUHDFKHU�KDV�QRW�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�GLVORFDWHG�H[HJHVLV��
KH�VKH�PLJKW� DVN�TXHVWLRQV� VXFK�DV� ³+RZ�GR�FRQWH[WXDO� IDFWRUV� VKDSH� WKH�ZD\� WKDW� ,� UHDG� WKLV�
WH[W"´�RU�³+RZ�GRHV�P\�FRQWH[W�DIIHFW�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�P\�SUHDFKLQJ��H�J���GHOLYHU\��
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�OLVWHQHUV�"´�RU�³+RZ�GR�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�FRQWH[WXDO�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKLV�JURXS�RI�\RXQJ�
SHRSOH�DIIHFW�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�WKH\�KHDU�WKLV�VHUPRQ"��+RZ�PLJKW�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKHLU�FRQWH[W�
KHOS�µQHJRWLDWH�D�KHDULQJ¶�ZLWK�WKHP"´10��:KHWKHU�WKDW�FRQWH[W�LQYROYHV�IDFWRUV�RI�UDFH�HWKQLFLW\��
FODVV��JHQGHU��VH[XDOLW\��JHRJUDSK\��GHQRPLQDWLRQDO�FRPPLWPHQWV��RU�DJH��LQWHQWLRQDOO\�HQJDJLQJ�
WKH�FRQWH[WXDO�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�FDQ�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�DQ�HJRWLVWLFDO�
FXOWXUDO�ODQGVFDSH�VHH�EH\RQG�WKH�ERUGHUV�RI�VHOI�DV�ZHOO�DV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHLU�RZQ�IDPLOLDU�FRQWH[WV�
ZLWK�QHZ�UHDGLQJV�RI�ELEOLFDO�WH[WV�
 

2. Theology: imago dei and a Vision of god’s JusTice

7KHRORJLFDOO\��WKLV�VHUPRQ�SURPSWHG�WKH�JURXS�WR�DVN�KDUG�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKHRORJLFDO�DQWKUR-
SRORJ\���$W�VWDNH�IRU�WKLV�VHUPRQ�LV�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�IRU�DOO�SHRSOH�WR�EH�KXPDQ�EHIRUH�*RG��DQG�ZKDW�
LW�PHDQV�IRU�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG�WR�EH�LQ�WKRVH�ZKR�FRPH�IURP�UDGLFDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQV�IURP�
RXU�RZQ���3DUW�RI�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�ZHHN�ZDV�WR�VHH�KRZ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG�KDV�EHHQ�GHQLHG�LQ�PDQ\�
SHRSOH�E\�WKH�HFRQRPLF�UHDOLWLHV�WKDW�DIÀLFW�SHRSOH�GDLO\���,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�VHUPRQ�HQDFWV�WKH�ZD\V�
WKDW�&KULVWLQH�6PLWK�VHHV�SUHDFKLQJ�ZRUNLQJ�DV�WKHRORJLFDO�DFW��

3UHDFKLQJ�LV�DOVR�DQ�DFW�RI�QDPLQJ���7KH�QDPLQJ�RI�UHDOLW\�IXQFWLRQV�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V��EXW�
ZKHWKHU� QDPLQJ� FDOOV� SHUVRQV� WR� FODLP� WKH� IXOOQHVV� RI� WKHLU� RZQ� FUHDWHG�ZRUWK� DQG� WKH�
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ZRUWK�RI�DOO�FUHDWLRQ��RU�ZKHWKHU�QDPLQJ�HQDEOHV�WKH�GHPRQLF�SRZHUV�RI�KDWUHG�DQG��
LQMXVWLFH�WR�EH�H[SRVHG�DQG�GHWKURQHV��RQH�FDQ�KDUGO\�GLVSXWH�WKH�SRZHU�RI�SXEOLFO\��
SURFODLPHG�ZRUGV���3UHDFKLQJ�LV�DQ�DFW�RI�SXEOLF�WKHRORJLFDO�QDPLQJ���,W�LV�DQ�DFW�RI��
GLVFORVLQJ�DQG�DUWLFXODWLQJ�WKH�WUXWKV�DERXW�RXU�SUHVHQW�KXPDQ�H[LVWHQFH���,W�LV�DQ�DFW�RI��
UHGHHPLQJ�DQG�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�UHDOLW\��DQ�DFW�RI�VKDWWHULQJ�LOOXVLRQV�DQG�FUDFNLQJ�RSHQ��
OLPLWHG�SHUVSHFWLYHV���,W�LV�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�RXU�SUHVHQW�ZRUOG�DQG�DQ��
LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�EXLOG�D�SURIRXQGO\�GLIIHUHQW�QHZ�ZRUOG�11

7KH�VHUPRQ��E\�QDPLQJ�WKH�UHDOLWLHV�RI�GHQLHG�KXPDQLW\�KHOSHG�³VSDUN�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPX-
QLW\�WR�HQODUJH�LWV�WKHRORJLFDO�YLVLRQ�RU�WR�UHFRJQL]H�IUHVK�SRVVLELOLWLHV�LQ�LWV�WKHRORJ\��OLIH��DQG�ZLW-
QHVV�´12��6LQFH�,�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�SUHDFK�RQ�WKH�WRSLFV�RI�MXVWLFH�DQG�UDFLDO�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��WKLV�VHUPRQ�
SURYLGHG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�IUDPH�WKH�YLHZV�RI�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�RU�WKHLU�RZQ�YLHZV�
ZLWK�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQFHSW�RI�imago Dei���'XULQJ�WKH�ZHHN��,�KRSHG�WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZRXOG�VHH�
HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�WKRVH�WKH\�ZRXOG�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQFRXQWHU�LQ�D�UDGLFDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKLV�
WKHRORJLFDO�FRQFHSW�DQG�LWV�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�0DWWKHDQ�WH[W���

3UHDFKLQJ� WR� \RXWK� QHHG� QRW� DYRLG� VRSKLVWLFDWHG� WKHRORJLFDO� FRQFHSWV�� � ,Q� IDFW�� SUHDFKLQJ�
VKRXOG�EH�LQWHQWLRQDO�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�LQ�KHOSLQJ�VWXGHQWV�QDPH�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQFHSWV�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�DUH�
PHDQLQJIXO�DQG�FRQFUHWH�IRU�WKHP�

2QH�RI�WKH�ZD\V�WKH�VHUPRQ�QDPHG�WKHRORJLFDO�UHDOLWLHV�DQG�IUDPHG�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKHRORJLFDO�
DQWKURSRORJ\�ZDV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�SURP�LQ�/RJDQ�&RXQW\��*HRUJLD���7KH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�SURP�VHUYHG�
WZR�PDMRU�SXUSRVHV�IRU�WKH�VHUPRQ�13� �����7KH�VWRU\�KHOSHG�IUDPH�D�WKHRORJ\�RI�FXOWXUH�� �2IWHQ�
SUHDFKLQJ�IRU�WR�ZLWK�\RXWK�LQFOXGHV�VWRULHV�DQG�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�WKDW�XVH�ZKDW�-RKQ�0F&OXUH�FDOOV�D�
³VHFWDULDQ�VW\OH´�RI�UHODWLQJ�WR�FXOWXUH�E\�ZKLFK�DQ�RSSRVLWLRQDO�FKXUFK�YHUVXV�FXOWXUH�WKHRORJLFDO�
system operates.����7KH�KRPLOHWLFDO�UHQGHULQJ�RI�FXOWXUH�LQ�WKLV�VHUPRQ��KRZHYHU��¿WV�0F&OXUH¶V�
FDWHJRU\� RI� ³GLDOHFWLFDO� VW\OH´�ZKHUH� WKH� SUHDFKHU� ³LV� JHQHUDOO\� VXVSLFLRXV� RI� WKH� DGHTXDF\� RI�
FXOWXUH�WR�FRQWDLQ�RU�H[SUHVV�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�DQG�ZRUULHV�DERXW�WKH�QHHG�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�
FXOWXUH�IURP�WKH�JRVSHO��ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�H[SUHVVHV�VRPH�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
WZR�´����7KLV�VWRU\�SURYLGHG�D�ZD\�RXWVLGH�WKH�³VHFWDULDQ´�WKHRORJLFDO�ZRUOGYLHZ�DQG�QDPHG�ZD\V�
WKDW�JUDFH�RSHUDWHV�RXWVLGH�WKH�FKXUFK���

7KRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�WR�IRU�ZLWK�\RXWK�GR�ZHOO�WR�EH�FRQVFLRXV�RI�KRZ�WKH\�SRUWUD\�WKH�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�EHWZHHQ�FKXUFK�DQG�FXOWXUH�� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ� OLJKW�RI� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SRSXODU� FXOWXUH� IRU�
\RXWK� LQ�$PHULFD�DQG� WKH�ZD\�\RXWK�PLQLVWU\�PRGHOV�PHGLDWH� WKHRORJLHV�RI�FXOWXUH���� �:KLOH�,�
KDYH�XVHG�0F&OXUH¶V�FDWHJRULHV�IRU�DQDO\]LQJ�KRZ�FXOWXUH�RSHUDWHV�LQ�WKH�VHUPRQ��WKH�SDUWLFXODU�
FDWHJRULHV�XVHG�DUH�QRW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�DV�EHLQJ�LQWHQWLRQDO�DERXW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKHRORJ\�
DQG�FXOWXUH�LQ�RQH¶V�SUHDFKLQJ�

�����7KH�VWRU\�FRQWDLQHG�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�HQWUHQFKHG�V\VWHPV�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�UDFLVP���)URP�WKLV�
VHUPRQ��VWXGHQWV�ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�FROORTXLDO�ODQJXDJH�RI�³WKDW¶V�WKH�ZD\�LW¶V�DOZD\V�
EHHQ´�DQG�SKUDVHV�OLNH�LW�DV�UKHWRULFDO�GHYLFHV�IRU�SHUSHWXDWLQJ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�LQMXVWLFH���&KULVWLQH�
6PLWK�DVVHUWV�WKDW�DV�DOO�SUHDFKLQJ�DFWV�DV�WKHRORJLFDO�QDPLQJ��SUHDFKLQJ�DERXW�MXVWLFH�LVVXHV�FDOOV�
WKH�SUHDFKHU�WR�WKUHH�PRYHPHQWV��ZHHSLQJ��FRQIHVVLRQ��DQG�UHVLVWDQFH���  
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,Q�WKLV�LQVWDQFH��QDUUDWLQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UDFLDO�GLYLGH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�JDYH�OLVWHQHUV�
D� FKDQFH� WR� PRXUQ�ZHHS� RYHU� WKH� ZD\� WKDW� LQMXVWLFH� GLYLGHV� FRPPXQLWLHV� ZKLOH� WKH\�
WKHPVHOYHV�ZHUH�WHPSRUDULO\�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�FRPPXQLWLHV���7KH�ODQJXDJH�RI�³WKH�
ZD\�LW¶V�DOZD\V�EHHQ´�LV�DQ�DYHQXH�WRZDUG�ERWK�LGHQWLI\LQJ�LQMXVWLFH�DQG�DOVR�FRQIHVVLQJ�
KRZ� WKDW� LQMXVWLFH� KDV� EHHQ� D� UHDOLW\� LQ� WKDW� FRPPXQLW\� DQG� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLWLHV� RI� WKH�
VWXGHQWV���7KH�FDOO�WR�³VHH�-HVXV´�DQG�VHUYH�RWKHUV�LV�D�FDOO�WR�UHVLVW�WKRVH�LQMXVWLFHV�LQ�WKHLU�
ZRUN�WKDW�ZHHN�DQG�ZKHQ�WKH\�UHWXUQ�KRPH���6PLWK¶V�PRYHPHQW�SURYLGHV�D�ZD\�WR�IUDPH�D�
WKHRORJLFDO�UHVSRQVH�WR�LQMXVWLFH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�WR�\RXWK�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�VWXFN�LQ�DQ\�
RQH�RI�WKRVH�PRPHQWV���,I�WKDW�KDSSHQV��ZKLFK�LW�RIWHQ�GRHV���ZHHSLQJ�ZLWKRXW�FRQIHVVLRQ�RU�
UHVLVWDQFH�OHDGV�WR�KRSHOHVVQHVV�RU�GHVSDLU��FRQIHVVLRQ�ZLWKRXW�ZHHSLQJ�RU�UHVLVWDQFH�OHDGV�
WR�JXLOW��DQG�UHVLVWDQFH�ZLWKRXW�ZHHSLQJ�RU�FRQIHVVLRQ�UHVXOWV�LQ�XQIRXQGHG�SKLODQWKURS\�

7KRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�WR�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�PXVW�ZUHVWOH�ZLWK�KRZ�WR�EH�LQWHQWLRQDO�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�DERXW�
WKHLU�WKHRORJLFDO�FODLPV���7KLV�PHDQV�DYRLGLQJ�XQKHOSIXO�WHFKQLFDO�WKHRORJLFDO�YRFDEXODU\��TXRWLQJ�
KLV�KHU�IDYRULWH�WKHRORJLDQ�ad nauseum, DV�ZHOO�DV�EHLQJ�ÀLSSDQW�RU�XQFULWLFDO�DERXW�WKH�WKHRORJLFDO�
FODLPV�RI�D�VHUPRQ����,Q�DQDO\]LQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�VHUPRQV��SUHDFKHUV�VKRXOG�DVN�WKHPVHOYHV��³+RZ�
DUH�ZH�QDPLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�WKHRORJLFDOO\�IRU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�RXU�SUHDFKLQJ"´�DQG�³+RZ�DUH�ZH�OHDG-
LQJ�KHOSLQJ�WKHP�WR�OLYH�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�D�WKHRORJLFDO�ZRUOGYLHZ�LQ�FOHDUO\�GH¿QHG��HPERGLHG�ZD\V�
WKURXJK�RXU�SUHDFKLQJ"´�RU�VLPLODUO\��³:KDW�ZRXOG�LW�ORRN�OLNH�LI�WKHVH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�WRRN�WKHVH�
WKHRORJLFDO�FODLPV�VHULRXVO\"´

3. language and JustiCe: the language of sight 

$�OLPLWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VHUPRQ�LV�WKH�SULYLOHJLQJ�RI�ODQJXDJH�FRQFHUQLQJ�YLVLRQ�DQG�VLJKWHGQHVV���
Though the sermon intentionally does not mention blindness, it does lean heavily on language to 
GR�ZLWK�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�VHH���.DWK\�%ODFN�ULJKWO\�REVHUYHV�WKDW�³ZH�XVH�EOLQGQHVV�DQG�GHDIQHVV�LQ�
ZD\V�WKDW�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�SHUVRQV�WRGD\�ZKR�DUH�EOLQG�DQG�GHDI���:H�SUHDFK�DERXW�IDLWK�
DQG�VLQ�DQG�KHDOLQJ��DQG�DSSO\�D�¿UVW�FHQWXU\�ZRUOGYLHZ�WR�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�WKHVH�GLVDELOLWLHV�WRGD\�
ZLWKRXW�UHDOO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�ZKDW�HIIHFW�WKLV�KDV�RQ�WKHLU�OLYHV���%XW��ZH�DUJXH��WKH�UKHWRULF�VRXQGV�
JRRG��LW�SUHDFKHV�ZHOO��DQG�LW�LV�ELEOLFDO���:KDW�KDUP�FDQ�LW�GR"´18  

9LVLRQ�DQG�VLJKWHGQHVV�VHUYH�DV�D�PHWDSKRU�IRU�D�SURSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�MXVWLFH�LQ�WKLV�VHU-
PRQ�DQG�EOLQGQHVV�LPSOLFLWO\�VHUYHV�DV�LWV�RSSRVLWH���%ODFN�DUJXHV�WKDW�³WKH�PDLQ�SUREOHP�LQ�XVLQJ�
WKHVH�WHUPV�PHWDSKRULFDOO\�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�LV�WKDW�EOLQGQHVV��GHDIQHVV��DQG�SDUDO\VLV�DUH�DOZD\V�XVHG�LQ�
QHJDWLYH�ZD\V�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�YRFDEXODU\���7KH�PHWDSKRULFDO�XVH�RI�WKHVH�WHUPV�LV�WKHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�
µUHIXVDO�WR�XQGHUVWDQG¶�RU�µGLVREHGLHQFH�WR�*RG¶�RU�UHIXVDO�WR�DFW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ZLOO�RI�*RG¶�DQG�
DUH�WKHUHIRUH�ODEHOHG�DV�ZLOOIXO��VHO¿VK�EHKDYLRUV�´19�6R�,�DYRLGHG�XVLQJ�EOLQGQHVV�WR�GHVFULEH�WKRVH�
ZKR�IDLO�WR�UHFRJQL]H�-HVXV�LQ�RWKHUV���,W�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�GLI¿FXOW��KRZHYHU��WR�¿QG�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�
ODQJXDJH�RI�VLJKWHGQHVV��DQG�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�ZKLFK�,�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZUHVWOH�LQ�WKLV�VHUPRQ�

7KRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�WR�\RXWK�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVFLRXV�RI�WKLV�G\QDPLF�DQG�SXUSRVHIXO�LQ�WKHLU�ODQ-
JXDJH��QRW�VLPSO\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�³SROLWLFDOO\�FRUUHFW�´�EXW�EHFDXVH�WKH�ODQJXDJH�XVHG�LQ�SUHDFKLQJ�
LWVHOI�FDQ�ZRUN�WRZDUG�WKH�MXVWLFH��UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��WKHRORJLFDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��DQG�LQFOXVLYHQHVV�HQ-
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YLVLRQHG�LQ�WKLV�VHUPRQ�DQG�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�JRVSHO���6R�ZH�SUHDFKHUV�GR�ZHOO�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��³:KDW�
DUH� WKH� DVVXPSWLRQV� DW�ZRUN� LQ�P\� ODQJXDJH� DQG� KRZ�GR� WKH\� SURPRWH� UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�� MXVWLFH��
KHDOLQJ��DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��RU�IDLO�WR�GR�VR�DQG�QHHG�WR�EH�FRUUHFWHG�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�"´�DQG��³:KDW�
ODQJXDJH�LQ�XVH�DPRQJ�WKH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�EHIRUH�PH�PLJKW�EH�UHSDLUHG�WKURXJK�SUHDFKLQJ"´�DQG�
³:KDW�ODQJXDJH�LQ�XVH�DPRQJ�WKH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�EHIRUH�PH�LV�ZRUWK\�RI�OLIWLQJ�XS�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�
UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��MXVWLFH��KHDOLQJ��DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ"´

4. RhetoRiC: the alphabet of an ending

7KH�HQGLQJ�RI�WKLV�VHUPRQ�ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�DQG�VSDUNHG�VPDOO�JURXS�FRQYHUVD-
WLRQV�DIWHU�ZRUVKLS���7KH�HQGLQJ�ZDV�FUDIWHG�LQ�WKH�UKHWRULFDO�IRUP�RI�FHOHEUDWLRQ��PRVW�RIWHQ�DW-
WULEXWHG�WR�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�SUHDFKLQJ���,�KDG�WKUHH�PDMRU�UHDVRQV�IRU�GRLQJ�WKLV��

����$V�VWDWHG��WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�OHDGHUV�FDPH�IURP�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�ZKLWH��PDLQOLQH�GHQRPL-
QDWLRQV�DQG�KDG�UDUHO\��LI�HYHU��H[SHULHQFHG�SUHDFKLQJ�WKDW�LQFRUSRUDWHG�FHOHEUDWLRQ���,Q�WKH�VDPH�
ZD\�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�HQFRXQWHULQJ�W\SHV�RI�SHRSOH�WKH\�KDG�QRW�EHIRUH��,�IRXQG�LW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�LQFRU-
SRUDWH�D�KRPLOHWLFDO�G\QDPLF�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�QRW�HQFRXQWHUHG���

����5DWKHU�WKDQ�HQGLQJ�LQ�D�PRUH�H[SOLFLWO\�GLUHFWHG�ZD\��,�ZDQWHG�WKRVH�SUHVHQW�WR�H[SHULHQFH�
WKH�FDOO�WR�³VHH�-HVXV´�LQ�WKRVH�DURXQG�WKHP�QRW�DV�DQ�HWKLFDO�EXUGHQ�EXW�UDWKHU�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�DOO�EHLQJ�PDGH�LQ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG�20  In this sense, the medium 
EHFDPH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SUHVV�WKH�PHVVDJH�PRUH�IXOO\���)UDQN�7KRPDV�VWDWHV�WKDW�³FHOHEUDWLRQ��
PRYLQJ�DW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�HPRWLRQDO�SURFHVV�� LV�WKH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�PHWKRG�DQG�YHKLFOH�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�
WKH�DVVXUDQFH�RI�JUDFH�LQ�-HVXV�WKH�&KULVW�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�FRUH�EHOLHI�RI�SHRSOH«&HOHEUDWLRQ�LV�WKH�
FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHUPRQLF�GHVLJQ��ZKHUH�D�PRPHQW�LV�FUHDWHG�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�D�
UHGHPSWLYH�SDVW�DQG�RU�WKH�FRQYLFWLRQ�RI�D�OLEHUDWHG�IXWXUH�WUDQVIRUPV�WKH�HYHQWV�LPPHGLDWHO\�H[-
SHULHQFHG�´21��,Q�WKLV�VHUPRQ��P\�LPSHWXV�IRU�FHOHEUDWLRQ�ZDV�*RG¶V�YLVLRQ�IRU�D�SUHVHQW�LQ�ZKLFK�
WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW�LV�VHHQ�LQ�DOO�SHRSOH�

����7KH�SOD\IXOQHVV�RI�WKLV�FHOHEUDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�SODFH�VRPH�VXUSULVLQJ�JURXSV�
RI�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�OLVW��H�J��SHGRSKLOHV��WR�KHOS�WKH�JURXS�WHVW�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�WKLV�WKHRORJLFDO�FODLP�LQ�
D�VHULRXV�ZD\���2EYLRXVO\�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VHUPRQ�PRYHV�LQ�DQG�DPRQJ�GLIIHUHQW�JURXSV�RI�
SHRSOH�LQ�DQ�DOSKDEHWLFDO�SURJUHVVLRQ���$V�LQWHQGHG��PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�DQG�OHDGHUV�TXHVWLRQHG�LI�VRPH�
RI�WKHVH�JURXSV�EHORQJHG�LQ�WKH�OLVW���2WKHUV�VRXJKW�WR�DGG�PRUH�³[¶V´�RU�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�
letters to the list.  

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�FRPPHQWHG�DERXW�ZKHQ�WKH\�³JRW´�WKDW�WKLV�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHUPRQ�
ZDV�DQ�DOSKDEHWLF�SURJUHVVLRQ��LQGLFDWLQJ�WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�XQIROGLQJ�ORJLF�RI�WKH�VHUPRQ���7KLV�
FRXQWHUV�WKH�VWHUHRW\SH�WKDW�PRVW�VWXGHQWV�DUH�ERUHG�DQG�GR�QRW�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�VHUPRQV���,Q�IDFW��
WKHVH�VWXGHQWV��HYHQ�DIWHU�D�GD\�RI�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�KHDW�RI�DQ�$WODQWD�VXPPHU��ZHUH�IXOO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�
WKH�ORJLF�RI�WKLV�VHUPRQ¶V�SURJUHVVLRQ���3HUKDSV�PRUH�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�LQWHUQDO�ORJLF�RI�VHUPRQV�IRU�
WR�\RXWK�LV�ZDUUDQWHG��QRW�PHUHO\�LQ�VHUYLFH�WR�FUHDWLQJ�DQG�VXVWDLQLQJ�³LQWHUHVW�´�EXW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
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KRQRU�VWXGHQWV¶�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�SUHDFKLQJ�22

$�¿QDO�REVHUYDWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�UKHWRULF�DQG�WKLV�VHUPRQ�LV�ZDUUDQWHG���%RWK�WKH�SURJUHVVLRQ�RI�
WKH�GHYLFH�DQG�WKH�FRQWHQW�VHHPHG�SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�RQH�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�JURXS�ZKR�KDG�$V-
SHUJHU¶V�6\QGURPH���7KLV�VWXGHQW�SLFNHG�XS�RQ�WKH�GHYLFH�ZHOO�EHIRUH�WKH�RWKHUV�GLG�DQG�ZDV�KLJKO\�
HQJDJHG�DW�WKLV�PRPHQW��OHDGLQJ�KLP�WR�VSHFL¿F�WKHRORJLFDO�UHÀHFWLRQ���)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�WR�
JURXSV�RU�FRQJUHJDWLRQV�ZKR�KDYH�VSHFLDO�QHHGV��WKLV�VKRXOG�VSXU�PRUH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�LPSDFW�
RI�SODQQLQJ�WKH�UKHWRULF�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKRVH�FRQWH[WV�DQG�WKH�FDSDFLW\�IRU�WKDW�UKHWRULF�WR�EH�D�
YHKLFOH�IRU�WKHRORJLFDO�UHÀHFWLRQ�DPRQJ�RXU�\RXQJ�OLVWHQHUV���&HUWDLQO\�QRW�DOO�\RXWK�DUH�DOLNH�DQG�
KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�OLVWHQLQJ�QHHGV��,W�FDQ�EH�XVHIXO�WR�UHPLQG�RXUVHOYHV�RI�WKLV�RFFDVLRQDOO\�E\�DVNLQJ�
RXUVHOYHV��³,V�P\�UKHWRULF�WDUJHWHG�WR�D�RQH�GLPHQVLRQDO�SLFWXUH�RI�\RXWK"��:KDW�UKHWRULFDO�VWUDWH-
JLHV�DUH�QHHGHG�IRU�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�\RXWK�ZKR�DUH�OLVWHQLQJ"´

:H�ZKR�SUHDFK�WR�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�GR�ZHOO�WR�EH�LQWHQWLRQDO�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�DERXW�WKH�UKHWRULFDO�
FRQYHQWLRQV� RI� WKH� VHUPRQ�� �'RHV� WKLV�PHDQ� WKDW� EXV\� SUHDFKHUV� VKRXOG� KHDG� WR�$ULVWRWOH� DQG�
4XLQWLOOLDQ�EHIRUH�FUDIWLQJ�WKHLU�VHUPRQV"��%\�QR�PHDQV���%XW�,�DP�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�SUHDFKHUV�SD\�
SDUWLFXODU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�FUDIWLQJ�RI�WKHLU�ZRUGV�DQG�WKH�SXUSRVHV�EHKLQG�WKDW�FUDIWLQJ���0\�XVH�
RI�FHOHEUDWLRQ�KHUH�KDG�D�VSHFL¿F�rhetorical and theological intention��VR�,�HQFRXUDJH�WKRVH�ZKR�
SUHDFK�WR�DSSURDFK�WKHLU�VHUPRQV�ZLWK�VLPLODU�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\���)RU�LQVWDQFH��SUHDFKHUV�FRXOG�DVN�RI�
WKHLU�VHUPRQV��'LG�WKLV�VWRU\�MRNH�LPDJH�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�TXRWDWLRQ�JHQUH�RI�VSHHFK�HWF��KDYH�D�SDUWLFX-
ODU�UKHWRULFDO�DQG�WKHRORJLFDO�SXUSRVH"��'LG�,�XVH�LW�WR�HQWHUWDLQ�EODPH�FRQGHPQ�VKDPH�HWF��RU�IRU�
D�PRUH�FRQVWUXFWLYH�UHDVRQ"�$QG�LV�WKLV�W\SH�RI�UKHWRULFDO�FRQYHQWLRQ�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�P\�KHDUHUV"

Conclusion

7KRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK� WR�\RXWK�GR�ZHOO� WR�FUDIW� DQG�DQDO\]H� WKHLU� VHUPRQV�ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR�KRZ�
FRQWH[W��H[HJHVLV��WKHRORJ\��ODQJXDJH��DQG�UKHWRULF�FRQWULEXWH�WR�SUHDFKLQJ���$QDO\]LQJ�SUHDFKLQJ�
DPRQJ�\RXWK�FDQ�KHOS�VKDUSHQ�WKH�ODUJHU�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�PLQLVWU\�ZLWK�\RXWK��E\�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�
PDMRU�WKHPHV�FRPPXQLFDWHG�WKURXJK�WKHVH�LPSRUWDQW�PRPHQWV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�FRQWH[WV�LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�SUHDFKHU�GRHV�QRW�VHH�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�RXWFRPH�RI�KLV�RU�KHU�VHUPRQLF�ZRUN��VXFK�DV�P\�
EHLQJ�D�JXHVW�SUHDFKHU�LQ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��FULWLFDO�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�SUHDFKLQJ�IRU�DQG�WR�\RXWK�ZLOO�KHOS�
VXVWDLQ�WKDW�SUDFWLFH�DV�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�FRQWH[WV�FRQWLQXH�WR�FKDQJH�

Notes

1  7KHVH�FDWHJRULHV�VHHP�WR�EH�DW�ZRUN�DFURVV�WKH�VSHFWUXP�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LQ�PDQ\�UHOLJLRXV�FRQWH[WV��
FRQWH[WXDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG�DSSURSULDWLRQ�RI�VDFUHG�WH[WV��HIIRUW�WR�PDNH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�GLYLQH�DQG�WKH�KXPDQ��
VLQFHUH�DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�XVH�RI�ODQJXDJH��DV�ZHOO�DV�FDUHIXO�DWWHPSWV�WR�FRPSRVH�RUDO�GLVFRXUVH���:KLOH�WKH�
SDUWLFXODULWLHV�RI�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�HQDFWHG�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�ZLOO�GLIIHU��WKH�FDWHJRULHV�RSHUDWH�ZLWKLQ�GLYHUVH�UHOLJLRXV�
FRPPXQLFDWLYH�FRQWH[WV�
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2  $�WUDQVFULSWLRQ�RI� WKH�VHUPRQ��³+H�:DV�%RUQ� LQ�D�0DQJHU�´�PD\�EH� IRXQG�DW��KWWS���GXVW�GLJLWDO�FRP�
UHVRXUFHV�ZKHUH�ZLOO�\RX�EH�WUDQVFULSWLRQV�DQG�QRWHV����KWP��DFFHVVHG�)HEUXDU\�����������

3  ,�KDYH�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�RPLWWHG�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�FLWLHV�IURP�ZKLFK�WKHVH�FKXUFKHV�FDPH�

���'XII\�5REELQV� DQG�'RXJ�)LHOGV��Speaking to Teenagers : How to Think About, Create, and Deliver 

Effective Messages��*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ���������.HQ�'DYLV��How to Speak to Youth-- and Keep 

Them Awake at the Same Time��5HY��HG���*UDQG�5DSLGV��0LFK���=RQGHUYDQ�3XEOLVKLQJ�+RXVH��������

��� )RU� D� GHWDLOHG�PHWKRG�RI� DQDO\VLV�� VHH� -RKQ�6��0F&OXUH��The Four Codes of Preaching : Rhetorical 

Strategies��/RXLVYLOOH��.\���:HVWPLQVWHU�-RKQ�.QR[�3UHVV��������

���7KLV�LV�DOVR�WKH�ZD\�E\�ZKLFK�0F&OXUH�VXJJHVWV�SUHDFKHUV�DSSURDFK�VHUPRQ�DQDO\VLV�

���Charles L. Campbell, The Word before the Powers: An Ethic of Preaching�� �VW� HG�� �/RXLVYLOOH��.\���
:HVWPLQVWHU�-RKQ�.QR[�3UHVV���������������6HH�DOVR�&KDUOHV�/��&DPSEHOO��³'LVORFDWHG�([HJHVLV�´�LQ�3DSHUV�
RI�WKH�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�RI�WKH�6RFLHW\�RI�+RPLOHWLFV��:HVW�3DOP�%HDFK��)/��������������

8  ,ELG�������

9  &RQWH[WXDOLW\�LV��LQFLGHQWDOO\��D�NH\�LVVXH�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�5REELQV�)LHOGV�DQG�'DYLV�WH[WV�IDLO�WR�DWWHQG�

10  ,� ERUURZ� WKH� WHUP� ³QHJRWLDWH� D� KHDULQJ´� IURP�0F&OXUH��The Four Codes of Preaching: Rhetorical 

Strategies.

11  Christine M. Smith, Preaching as Weeping, Confession, and Resistance : Radical Responses to Radical 

Evil���VW�HG���/RXLVYLOOH��.\���:HVWPLQVWHU�.QR[�3UHVV�������������,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��SUHDFKHUV�ZKR�SUHDFK�IRU�WR�
ZLWK�\RXWK�ZRXOG�GR�ZHOO�WR�VKDUSHQ�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KRZ�WKHLU�SUHDFKLQJ�DFWV�DV�WKHRORJLFDO�QDPLQJ�
IRU�\RXWK�

12  5RQDOG�-��$OOHQ��3UHDFKLQJ�,V�%HOLHYLQJ���7KH�6HUPRQ�DV�7KHRORJLFDO�5HÀHFWLRQ���VW�HG���/RXLVYLOOH��.\���
:HVWPLQVWHU�-RKQ�.QR[�3UHVV������������

13  For this story, sHH�KWWS���ZZZ�PVQEF�PVQ�FRP�LG�����������DFFHVVHG�)HEUXDU\�����������

����0F&OXUH��The Four Codes of Preaching: Rhetorical Strategies�����������7KLV�ERRN�SURYLGHV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�
GLDJQRVWLF� IRU� ERWK� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG� SODQQLQJ� KRZ� SUHDFKHUV� V\VWHPDWLFDOO\� ³HQFRGH´� WKH� FKXUFK¶V�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�FXOWXUH���0F&OXUH�LGHQWL¿HV�WKH�VHFWDULDQ�VW\OH�ZLWK�SRVWOLEHUDO�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQV�
RI� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� FKXUFK� DQG� FXOWXUH�� SDUWLFXODUO\� WKRVH� RI� 6WDQOH\� +DXHUZDV� DQG�:LOOLDP�
:LOOLPRQ�

����,ELG�������

����)RU�D�VXSHUE�DQDO\VLV�RI�KRZ�WKHRORJ\�DQG�FXOWXUH�LQWHUDFW��VHH�.DWKU\Q�7DQQHU��Theories of Culture : A 

New Agenda for Theology��*XLGHV�WR�7KHRORJLFDO�,QTXLU\��0LQQHDSROLV��)RUWUHVV�3UHVV��������

����Smith, Preaching as Weeping, Confession, and Resistance : Radical Responses to Radical Evil������

18  .DWK\�%ODFN��A Healing Homiletic : Preaching and Disability��1DVKYLOOH��71��$ELQJGRQ�3UHVV���������
���



Voelz, Little Eyes

13

Practical Matters

19  ,ELG������

20  &HOHEUDWLRQ�LV�QRW� LOORJLFDO�RU�³PHUHO\�HPRWLYH�´�ZKLFK�LV�D�GHQLJUDWLYH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH�UROH�RI�
KXPDQ�HPRWLRQDOLW\���5DWKHU��FHOHEUDWLRQ�FRQWDLQV�ZLWKLQ�LW�WKH�ORJLF�RI�SDWKRV���3UHDFKHUV�ZRXOG�GR�ZHOO�
WR�H[SORUH�WKH�UDWLRQDOLW\�RI�HPRWLRQ�� � �)RU�PRUH�RQ�pathos, see Aristotle, The Art of Rhetoric (London, 
(QJODQG���1HZ�<RUN��1�<���86$��3HQJXLQ�%RRNV���������/XF\�/LQG�+RJDQ�DQG�5REHUW�5HLG��Connecting 

with the Congregation : Rhetoric and the Art of Preaching��1DVKYLOOH��7HQQ���$ELQJGRQ�3UHVV��������

21  )UDQN�$�� 7KRPDV�� They Like to Never Quit Praisin’ God: The Role of Celebration in Preaching 

�&OHYHODQG��2KLR��8QLWHG�&KXUFK�3UHVV������������

22  +HUH��,�DP�GUDZLQJ�RQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�UKHWRULFDO�FDWHJRU\�RI�logos.  For more on logos, see Aristotle, The 

Art of Rhetoric, as well as Hogan and Reid, Connecting with the Congregation: Rhetoric and the Art of 

Preaching.


